
30	Years	in	the	Field











The	late	1980s	and	the	opportunity	for		
careers	in	a	new	field…



1970	Tracks	Magazine



The	1980s	– Political	Will

• 1980	Premier	Wran	announces	the	Deep	Ocean	
Outfalls	are	to	be	constructed

• 1985	Research	into	agricultural	land	application
• 1986	Water	Board	Sludge	Disposal	Strategy

• 1986	Biosolids composting	trials



Public	Outcry	1988	- 1989



Turn	Back	the	Tide	Concert	March	1989
When	50,000	becomes	240,000



A	ban	on	ocean	disposal



Special	Environmental	Levy

• The	Clean	Waterways	Program

• $	80	per	customer	per	year

• 5	year	program

• $	490	million	raised

• wastewater	treatment,	biosolids,	effluent,	
stormwater,	public	awareness



Public	Consultation	1991



Status	in	1993

• Inadequate	guidelines
• Community	concern

• Odouress biosolids products
• Inter	departmental	discord

• Concerns	from	environmental	groups



Guidelines



Product	Quality



Early	Research



Awareness	and	Education



A	new	name	for	sludge	June	1993



Early	90s

• New	starts	of	dedicated	reuse	companies

• Guidelines	across	Australia
• Variety	of	Reuse	Markets



Markets	- Land	Application



Forestry	……….



Dewatering









Where	are	we	now?

• Policies	&	Strategies
• Guidelines
• Treatment	Processes	&	Product	Quality

• Reuse	Methods

• Research	&	Industry	Group
• Public	Awareness	&	Community	Consultation



Connection	to	Farmers



Biosolids	Beauty



Animal	Rescues





Roo	Rescue



Golden	Wedge	Tail	Eagle


