
managing biosolids better

Biosolids Market 

Assessment Overview
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Purpose

 define production, end use, 

stabilisation process and grade, 

dewatering process
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Approach

 survey sewage treatment plants 

over 25,000 ep or 5 ML/day
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Key outcomes

 303,000 tonnes per year dry solids

 1.2 million tonnes per year wet basis 

 $60 million per year for beneficial 

use and disposal



managing biosolids better

Key outcomes
Australian biosolids production

(tonnes - dry)

NSW & ACT, 29%

QLD, 24%
SA, 8%

TAS, 3%

VIC, 28%

WA & NT, 9%
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Key outcomes
Biosolids end use in Australia

Agriculture

57%

Composting

9%

Forestry

1%

Geotechnical fi l l

14%

Landfil l

4%

Sea

1%

Stockpile

8%

Unspecified

6%
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Key outcomes

Biosolids stabilisation grade in Australia
Unspecified

8%

C

14%

B

36%

A

42%
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Key outcomes
Primary biosolids stabilisation processes in Australia

Unspecified

7%

Stockpile

21%

Other

0.04%

None

12%

Lime stabilisation

4% Lagoon

5%
Incineration

4%

Composting

0.3%

Anaerobic digestion

33%

Air drying

2%

Aerobic digestion

12%
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Key outcomes

Primary biosolids dewatering processes in Australia
Unspecified

10%
None

0.2%

Drying bed

25%

Centrifuge

40%

Belt press

25%


