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A brief history

Sydney Water 

produces about 

180,000 wet tonnes 

of biosolids per year 

from 20 plants 

(16 anaerobic, 

4 aerobic) across 

Greater Sydney, 

the Blue Mountains 

and the Illawarra

180,000 
wet tonnes

In 2006, Sydney Water outsourced 

the entire biosolids program to 

appropriate contractors

100% of 

biosolids 

have been 

beneficially 

used since 

2003

Sydney Water pioneered 

the land application of 

biosolids in the mid-

1990s

Direct farm application 

(74%) is the dominant 

market for Sydney 

Water biosolids, 

followed by 

composting (22%) and 

forestry (4%)
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Circular economy 
framework

Net carbon zero; 

Resource recovery

Resilient & reliable 

water supply
Healthy waterways 

& environment

Resource avoidance, 

recovery, reuse, 

repurpose, recycle

Partnership

s

Nature

Water

Energy & 

carbon

MaterialsMateria

ls
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Three principles

Design out 
waste and pollution

Efficient business

Keep resources in use at 
their highest value

Productive business

Restore and regenerate 
natural systems

Responsible business
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To protect a 
future Sydney, 
we’ve made a 
commitment for:

Net Zero 

5

Net zero for 
operational 
emissions 
by 2030

Net zero for 
supply chain
by 2040
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Partnership with 
Jacobs to understand 
the Australian context

Desktop study to quantify carbon 
emissions and sequestration benefits 
from biosolids land application in NSW
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Consideration of 
the unique 
factors of Sydney 
Water’s 
operations

Influencing factors including 
transport, Australian soils and 
post processing methodologies. 
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Thank you

Back to Matt
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https://www.instagram.com/jacobsconnects/
https://www.facebook.com/JacobsConnects/
https://twitter.com/JacobsConnects
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jacobs/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jacobsworldwide


Questions?
sydneywater.com.au



Thank you
sydneywater.com.au
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